NEWSLETTER 4

December 2012

ENGOV project meeting in Morelia, Michoacán, Mexico
By Fabio de Castro

The primary aim of ENGOV is to generate new
knowledge on how environmental governance
is shaped in Latin America and the Caribbean
(LAC). The project focuses on new developments and policies that enable or prevent the
dual goal of ending poverty and protecting natural resources. Another important aim of ENGOV is to develop a more integrative analytical
framework on environmental governance and
natural resource use in LAC.

WEBSITE
More information on the partners, activities, results
and publications of the proyect can be found at
www.engov.eu

The last ENGOV meeting took place in Morelia, Michoacán, Mexico, from
10 to 13 November 2012, organized by Prof. David Barkin from the UAM
Xochimilco. In addition to the leaders of each research theme and the
coordination team, several invited guests were also present. Prof. Leticia
Merino (National Autonomous University of Mexico, UNAM), member of the
ENGOV Advisory Board, contributed insightful comments and suggestions
for the ENGOV team. Prof. Antonio de Lisio (Central University of Venezuela,
see interview below) presented his paper on sustainable development and
climate change in Latin America and the Caribbean, addressing several
elements of the ENGOV research project.
Also attending the meeting were a group of community residents and graduate
students from the University of Sierra Juárez, Oaxaca, working on ENGOVrelated themes. The community residents, who are local investigators from
Oaxaca and formal members of the ENGOV research theme on Assessing
Local Solutions towards Environmental Justice, shared their unique collective
experience. The presentation of their community research and their
interaction with all ENGOV partners not only provided a fruitful exchange of
academic and local knowledge, but also demonstrated the relevance of the
direct involvement of community researchers in addressing questions related
to local solutions. Another novel feature at this meeting was the intense
conceptual discussion on environmental governance based on the research
results generated by the different research groups.
All in all, the ENGOV meeting was a big success both in terms of advancing
research and strengthening interactions with external groups.
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Round table on Environmental Governance with ENGOV
members and invited guests
By Pablo Andrade

Public meeting
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A roundtable was organized at the Faculty of Economics at Michoacan University
on November 12 as part of the ENGOV project meeting in Morelia. There were
two hundred people attending, including students and external stakeholders. In
addition to Dr. Barkin the event organizer, ENGOV representatives included Barbara Hogenboom (CEDLA) and Mariana Walter (ICTA), and from Mexico: Gerardo
Bocco (UNAM, Morelia), Victor Toledo (UNAM, Morelia), and Ignacio Torres (doctoral candidate at the Autonomous University of Mexico).
Barbara Hogenboom presented the ENGOV project and its principal objectives. She emphasized the special position of Latin America in debates about
natural resource governance; the wealth of the region in terms of raw materials, clean energy, and environmental services makes it urgent to identify
environmentally sustainable forms of regulation for the use and exploitation
of these resources. Hogenboom also presented two recent regional changes
that open up opportunities for achieving this goal; namely, the increasing
demands for environmental justice and the new role being taken on by Latin
American states.
Along these same lines, Mariana Walter presented the developments of her research on the use of community consultations as an instrument for managing
socio-environmental conflicts around the expansion of mining operations. The
evidence she presented shows that, over recent years, community consultations
have become an instrument that can enable the reversal, or even prevention, of
policies adopted by Latin American governments for the environmentally risky
exploitation of mining resources.
The Mexican experts pointed out how at different levels (global, inter-state, national and local), the issue of environmental degradation is central to development in Mexico. They stressed out that even local, environmentally sustainable
initiatives run the risk of becoming isolated in a context of deregulated capitalism
and a political context of incomplete democratic transition.

ENGOV’s Public Event on Environmental
Governance at the Faculty of Economics of
Michoacan University.
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Not only did the meeting allow for the dissemination of ENGOV’s progress, but it
also brought the project closer to the Mexican public and made it more relevant.
See also the following article in the newspaper La Jornada, Michoacán (in Spanish):
http://www.lajornadamichoacan.com.mx/2012/11/13/al-la-region-mas-esperanzadora-del-mundo-debido-a-su-riqueza-biocultural/
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Interview with Antonio de Lisio (Central University of
Venezuela): Expert on environmental issues invited to
ENGOV’s fourth meeting
By Barbara Hogenboom
You argue that we need to move beyond the nation state in order to resolve major
environmental problems. What are the possibilities for a Latin American climate
change agenda?
Antonio De Lisio

Although the governments in Latin America are concerned to varying degrees
about climate change, they are indeed concerned. All the countries in the region, with the exception of Venezuela and Paraguay, have REDD programmes.
If the region’s national governments—which despite their apparent ideological
differences continue to be tied to politically centralist and economically ‘brown’
frameworks—were to green their positions and bring the issue to the UNASUR in
an attempt to construct a shared agenda on adaptation to climate change, with
the participation of civil society and local governments, these differences could
be overcome and strong regional policies could be built.
Your studies show that it is important to protect agricultural areas and forests
close to cities. Why is that?
In the metropolitan areas of cities like Caracas and Bogotá, there is a continuity
between urban and rural areas. These rural areas are essential to the quality of
life in the urban areas. We are talking about water reserves, recreational services, carbon sequestration, but also about agriculture. The three biggest cities
in Venezuela (Caracas, Maracaibo and Valencia) are surrounded by areas with
great agricultural potential. Thus, a city also has rural areas, and sustainable cities need to take care of these areas.
You observe an eco-socio-territorial alienation in Latin American societies. How
can this tendency be reverted?
Eco-socio-territorial alienation is the loss of control over territory that is currently
being experienced by many citizens and communities. The solution is good environmental governance in order to re-appropriate this territory. It is not only a
rural issue: the city is a second nature, it is modified nature. Overcoming this
alienation is thus extremely relevant for the inhabitants of urban areas as well.
The document prepared by Antonio de Lisio will soon be available on the
ENGOV website
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Progress on the theme Strategic Actors and Responsible
Consumption
By Cristian Parker
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Over the last months, the research team has been carrying out a series of interviews with strategic actors in three South American countries (Argentina, Chile
and Ecuador) about their social representations of environmental governance,
particularly focusing on sustainable consumption and socio-environmental conflicts in the extractive sector. The methodological framework has been developed
using the extensive literature on interviewing elites and on the multi-actor nature
of environmental governance. The interview method seeks to reconstruct the
discourse of strategic actors with respect to their agency on the environmental
issues involved in sustainable energy and water use in mining.
The qualitative and stratified sample includes people from elite groups involved in strategic decision-making spaces related to mining mega-projects
in the three countries: executives of transnational or large national companies; politicians linked to parliament (in commissions on the Environment,
Energy or Mining) or associated with the public agencies involved (Ministry of
the Environment, Mining or Energy); and leaders of civil society, in particular
distinguished environmentalists with national influence.
The team’s activities have been focused on several mining mega-projects that
are emblematic, as they are at the centre of government efforts to promote foreign investment in mining but also fuell conflicts with the affected communities
due to their environmental impacts. It has proven difficult to obtain access to
some of these actors, especially the business executives. The highly sensitive
nature of the issue has required additional efforts in order to obtain a set of first
results, which are currently under analysis.
For more information on this research topic, see the ENGOV website:
http://www.engov.eu/en/research-themes.html
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Progress on the theme Constructing and Exchanging
Knowledge on Natural Resources
By Mina Kleiche-Dray, based on a report by Elena Lazos Chavero.
The research group is close to completing the case studies in the Oaxaca
region in Mexico, analyzing traditional knowledge about the use of natural resources in agrifood systems. The objective is to determine if this knowledge
can play an important role in environmental governance in terms of natural resource protection, access and valorization, despite the fact that ideas
about agricultural underdevelopment due to the lack of technology continue
to inform rural development policies.
The study’s initial results show that despite official discourses that emphasize
the importance of traditional knowledge for natural resource management, we
can see in Mexico that ideas of modern technology as the panacea for development problems are still paramount. We thus see that the traditional knowledge
of rural populations, which contributes to environmental management through
the use of the natural surroundings and is tied to social control mechanisms that
populations apply to their territories, loses strength and legitimacy with respect
to environmental issues.
On the one hand, civil society organizations promote the conservation of natural
resources (soil, water, seeds, agricultural diversity); on the other hand, government agencies encourage increased productivity based on the use of chemical
fertilizers and improved seeds or hybrids. These differences permeate local institutions. The political organizations involved often have political demands and
engage in negotiations about specific programmes (programmes for improved
housing, ‘gifts’ of fertilizers, school donations, road construction), but very few
organizations fight for food sovereignty, either in discourse or in practice. This
underscores the need for a greater consideration of the contexts in which populations live and where traditional knowledge is formed.
For more information on this research topic, see the ENGOV website:
http://www.engov.eu/en/research-themes.html
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